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COLOMBI AN DRUG LORD SENTENCED TO 40 YEARS
| N FEDERAL PRI SON

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that ALBERTO ORLANDEZ
GAMBQA, alias “Caracol,” who once boasted of being anong
Colonmbia’s top ten drug lords, was sentenced to 40 years’ in
prison by United States District Judge THOVAS P. GRIESA in
Manhattan federal court yesterday.

According to Indictnment and evidence offered in the
course of GAMBOA' s sentencing, GAMBOA, age 49, used a penchant
for violence and the enornous proceeds of his crimnal conduct to
consolidate his control over drug trafficking routes al ong
Col ombi a’s Carri bean coast. Between 1990 and 1999, and incl uding
two separate periods spent in pre-trial detention in Col onbia on
charges of nurder and ki dnapi ng, GAMBOA | ed an organi zati on of
approximately a dozen large-scale traffickers in Barranquilla,

Col onbi a, who collectively snuggled tons of cocaine into the
United States through a variety of drug routes.
GAMBOA, who in 2000 was anong the first Colonbian’s to

be extradited to the United States after an anendnent to the



Col onmbi an constitution that provided for the resunption of
extraditions, had pled guilty to charges of narcotics trafficking
and noney | aundering on March 10, 2003, after jury selection had
begun in his trial.

Docunents filed in connection with GAMBOA' s sent enci ng
showed that for nearly a decade - and at a tine when Anerica’ s
inner-cities were experiencing the very worst of their cocai ne
and crack epidemcs - GAMBQOA and his associ ates bonbarded the
United States with enornous | oads of cocaine, using varied drug
smuggl i ng routes that included airplanes, speedboats, and ocean-
goi ng cargo ships. According to material filed with the District
Court, GAMBOA and his associates generally transported their
cocai ne from Col onbi a and Venezuel a s northern coasts to various
Cari bbean destinations, and then on to Puerto Rico and the United
States. According to the sanme docunents and exhibits, GAMBOA and
hi s organi zation also inported | arge quantities of cocai ne
directly to the United States fromports in South America by
concealing that cocaine in the walls and doors of shipping
cont ai ners.

The evidence showed that GAMBOA and his associ ates nade
hundreds of mllions of dollars in illegal gains fromtheir
cocai ne trafficking operations, and enployed a variety of
techni ques to “launder” the proceeds of their drug dealing.

These techni ques included converting the cash proceeds of their

drug sales into noney orders, which were then shipped by

-2



overnight delivery to locations in the United States and

Col onmbi a, purchasi ng properties, businesses, and assets around
the world, and using black market currency exchanges. On other
occasi ons, GAMBQA sinply shipped bulk quantities of United States
currency to South Anerica. According to papers and exhibits
filed in the District Court, for exanple, in May 1998, the United
States Custons Service seized over $11 nmillion in cash bel ongi ng
to GAMBQA in hol |l owed-out truck transm ssions packed in a

shi ppi ng contai ner and destined for Venezuela from Port

El i zabet h, New Jersey.

GAMBQA' s drug trafficking brought himboth enornous
weal th and significant notoriety in Col onbia, where he was tw ce
i npri soned of charges of nurder and kidnaping. In the days prior
to his August 18, 2000, extradition from Col onbia to the United
States, GAMBQOA issued a statement, titled “Declaration to My
Col onmbi an Peopl e,” which was signed with his nane and a
t hunmbpri nt and published by Canbi o Magazi ne, a Col onbi an weekly
news nmagazine. In that statenent, GAMBOA boast ed:

Yes, it is true that | was a drug trafficker and yes,
anong drug traffickers there are lords, as | know there
are. | consider nyself anong the first ten.

In sentencing GAMBOA to 40 years’ inprisonnent, Judge
GRI ESA characteri zed GAMBOA' s of fenses as anong the nost serious

he had ever seen, and noted the damage that GAMBOA' s drug dealing



had done to countless |ives.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration, the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation, the United States Custons Service, the O ganized
Crime Drug Enforcenent Task Force, and the Col onbi an Nati onal
Pol i ce.

M. KELLEY stated: “In 2000 GAMBOA was the third
Col onmbi an national and the first Kingpin extradited to the United
States from Col onbia to be brought to justice for his crines.
Yest erday’ s sentence sends the strongest possible nessage to
those who traffic in illegal drugs: Qur fight agai nst those who
seek to profit fromthe sale of narcotics will not stop at our
borders. Those who seek to export drugs to the United States
will not be allowed to hide behind borders to escape the
consequences of their crines.”

GAMBQA' s case was prosecuted by this Ofice’s
I nternational Narcotics Trafficking (“INT”) Unit in conjunction
with the New York/New Jersey Organi zed Crine Drug Enforcenent
Strike Force. Assistant United States Attorney ROBERTO FINZI is
in charge of the prosecution.
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